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Nationwide Independent TASER® Study Results Suggest Devices are Safe
WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. – A nationwide study examining the safety of Tasers® used by law enforcement
agencies suggests the devices are safe, causing a low occurrence of serious injuries.
“This study is the first large, independent study of injuries associated with Tasers. It is the first injury
epidemiology study to review every Taser deployment and to reliably assess the overall risk and severity of injuries
in real world conditions,” said William Bozeman, M.D., the lead investigator and an emergency medicine specialist
at Wake Forest University School of Medicine. “The injury rate is low and most injuries appear to be minor. These
results support the safety of the devices.”
Bozeman will present the study results at the American College of Emergency Physicians’ Research Forum in
Seattle, Wash., Oct. 8. In a review of nearly 1,000 cases, 99.7 per cent of those subjected to a Taser had mild
injuries, such as scrapes and bruises, or none at all. Only three subjects (0.3%) suffered injuries severe enough to
need hospital admission. Two had head injuries suffered in falls after Taser use. A third subject was admitted to a
hospital two days after arrest with a medical condition of unclear relationship to the Taser. Two subjects died, but
autopsy reports indicate that neither death was related to the Taser. Earlier partial results involving 597 cases were
published in the September issue of Annals of Emergency Medicine.
The independent prospective study was funded by the National Institute of Justice and included six law
enforcement agencies across the United States. A tactical physician at each participating agency reviewed police and
medical records after each successful application of a Taser. Injuries were identified and classified as mild,
moderate, or severe and their relationship to the Taser was classified as direct, indirect, or uncertain.
Tasers are used by many police departments in the United States and are credited with decreasing police officer
and suspect injuries and deaths due to police use of force. However, the devices have been surrounded with
controversy.
“This is the largest independent study to date, and the first to detail the medical effects of Tasers under real-world
conditions,” said Bozeman. “With physician review of 100 percent of Taser uses, this study promises to give us the
best information yet on the medical risks of these weapons.”
Bozeman said results from previous studies were limited by the use of animal models and of healthy police
volunteers in training settings, not criminal suspects in real-world conditions.
“The Taser is a weapon and it can clearly cause injuries and even deaths in some cases,” Bozeman said. “The
question is ‘how likely is it to cause a significant injury” and whether that risk of injury outweighs the benefits it
brings.”
Co-researchers were J. Tripp Winslow, M.D., M.P.H.; Derrel Graham, M.D.; Brian Martin, M.D.; Joseph J.
Heck, D.O.; all of the Department of Emergency Medicine at Wake Forest University; Louisiana State University,
Inova Fairfax Hospital (Va.), and University Medical Center (Nev.).
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Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center is an academic health system comprised of North Carolina
Baptist Hospital and Wake Forest University Health Sciences, which operates the university’s School of Medicine.
The system comprises 1,154 acute care, psychiatric, rehabilitation and long-term care beds and is consistently
ranked as one of “America’s Best Hospitals” by U.S. News & World Report.
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